
Welcome to the 
Nature Education for 
Sustainability Webinar
Monday 21st November 2022 11am-12pm (GMT) 



Follow us on Social Media

Website: iucn-nc.uk

Twitter: @iucnncuk
Instagram: IUCN NCUK

LinkedIn: IUCN National Committee UK

Facebook: IUCN National Committee UK 
YouTube Channel: IUCN NCUK



Nature Education for Sustainability

IUCN UK Education and Communications working group

► Support the work of the IUCN global CEC and its initiatives

► Complement the work of other NCUK Working Groups

IUCN priority themes: 
► Nature Education for Sustainability

► Youth Engagement and Intergenerational Partnerships

► To be confirmed…

Become a CEC member: https://iucn-nc.uk/projects/ncuk-expert-working-groups/ecwg/
Website: https://iucn-nc.uk/

Become a member!

https://iucn-nc.uk/projects/ncuk-expert-working-groups/ecwg/
https://iucn-nc.uk/


Erin Michelle Threlfall

• An education leader, consultant and freelance writer, working with international 
organizations around the world

• More than 20 years as an educator, with extensive experience in teaching about 
sustainable practices, responsible citizenship, and community engagement

• Incorporating SDGs into primary and secondary school education in Europe and across 
the globe to inspire a love of nature and care for the world in the next generation

• Leads workshops on:

o Curriculum Design and implementation

o Teaching and learning with the UN Global Goals for Sustainable Development

o Happiness and well-being





Engaging with meaningful and 
significant content transforms the 

learning experience and 
promotes deep learning.



Engaging with the natural 
environment promotes happiness, 

increases sustainable practice, and 
enhances student engagement 

with meaningful learning.



Simon Sinek

● What do we need to 
know/understand/do?

● How can we best 
facilitate this learning?

● Why do we need this 
understanding?



Right #29. Aims of education: 

Children’s education should help them 
fully develop their personalities, 
talents and abilities. It should teach 
them to understand their own rights, 
and to respect other people’s rights, 
cultures and differences. It should 
help them to live peacefully and 
protect the environment.(Unicef.org)

https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/convention-text-childrens-version


What kind of person do we aim to grow?







World

Community

Self

Why do we need to understand this?



Research suggests that contact with nature
can be beneficial, for example leading to
improvements in mood, cognition, and
health. A distinct but related idea is the
personality construct of subjective nature
connectedness, a stable individual
difference in cognitive, affective, and
experiential connection with the natural
environment.

Copaldi, Dopko, and Zelinski
Front. Psychol., 08 September 2014

Sec. Cognitive Science



Students at ISL will have the opportunity to explore the natural 
world. They will develop an understanding of how the natural world 
works, and will learn how to care for and protect the environment.

Emotional connection predicts environmental concern and children exposed to 
green environments take this appreciation of nature with them into adulthood. 
Connection with nature has been shown repeatedly to benefit human wellbeing 
and predict pro-environmental behaviours.

Who Cares? The Importance of Emotional Connections with Nature to Ensure Food Security and Wellbeing in 
Cities, Kora Uhlmann , Brenda B. Lin,  and Helen Ross  Sustainability 2018

Environmental 
Stewardship

Developed by the ISL Service Learning Strategic Group led by Erin Threlfall, 2019

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1pVB-tPkjqj4GKKAI9SnSXO3HPXkDV4Qb


Environmental 
Stewardship

Action for Social 
Justice and Equity

Preparedness 
to Serve

Local Partnership Global Connections

Students at ISL will have the 
opportunity to explore the 
natural world. They will 
develop an understanding of 
how the natural world works, 
and will learn how to care for 
and protect the environment.

Students at ISL will have the 
opportunity to engage with 
issues of social justice, 
human rights, community 
cohesion, and global 
interdependence. They will 
explore issues of diversity, 
identity and belonging, and 
learn about power and 
governance. Students will 
develop the skills and 
mindset to challenge 
injustice, inequalities, and 
discrimination through 
informed, responsible action.

Students at ISL will have the 
opportunity to develop the 
mindset, disposition, and 
skills that enable them to take 
action to meet a need. 
Opportunities to develop 
design thinking, 
entrepreneurship and service 
learning skills, safety and 
disaster preparedness, and 
inquiry skills will foster 
preparedness to serve when 
the opportunities arise.

Students at ISL will have the 
opportunity to build reciprocal 
relationships within the local 
community. They will learn 
about the culture and context 
of their locality, and 
understand their responsibility 
to have a positive impact on 
the communities in which they 
live.

Students at ISL will have the 
opportunity to engage in 
experiences that allow them 
to appreciate diverse 
perspectives, understand the 
connections they have to the 
wider world, effectively 
communicate and collaborate 
across cultures and 
countries, and use knowledge 
to investigate and take action 
on issues that matter to them 
and the wider world. 

International School of Lausanne 
Pillars of Service

Developed by the ISL Service Learning Strategic Group led by Erin Threlfall, 2019
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Y6 PYP Exhibition

● Culminating task from primary 
school aimed to demonstrate 
independence, skills and 
knowledge

● Students chose one SDG and 
developed a project through 
the lens of the targets





Mary Colwell

• A talented producer and author who has produced a wide range of TV                               
and radio documentaries on wildlife and the environment for the BBC

• Written articles for a range of reputable publications. She is currently writing 
her fourth book for Bloomsbury on a winter pilgrimage across Northern Spain in 2020

• Spearheaded the successful campaign for the creation of the new GCSE in Natural 
History alongside Caroline Lucas, Green Party MP for Brighton Pavilion and the exam 
board OCR

• A dedicated campaigner for curlew conservation, the UK’s largest wading bird. Mary 
walked 500 miles across the UK and Ireland in 2016. Since then she has organised 4 
national conferences on curlew conservation in the UK and started World Curlew Day 
on April 21st

• Created the charity Curlew Action and in 2020, was appointed the chair of the Curlew 
Recovery Partnership England. She is also a member of the Steering Group. 

• Trustee of New Networks for Nature, which connects scientists, conservationists and 
artists to support nature conservation

• Won the RSPB Medal for nature conservation in 2022



Why We Need a GCSE in 
Natural History



Statistics from 2019
Zoop, family activity app.

► 50% of children between 5-15 can’t identify a nettle.

► 75% can’t name a robin.

► 80% don’t know a bumble bee.

► 90% don’t know a Large white butterfly (Cabbage white).



Time spent outside

► A generation ago, 40% of children played 
in natural areas like fields and woods. 
Today that is only 10%

► 75% of children spend less time out of 
doors than prisoners.

► 40% of children barely ever play our of 
doors.



Oxford Junior Dictionary has removed nature words like:

acorn, adder, ash,

beech, blackberry, bluebell, buttercup,

catkin, conker, cowslip, cygnet,

dandelion, fern,

hazel, heather, heron, herring, hamster, 

ivy,

kingfisher,

lark, leopard, lobster, 

mistletoe, moss, 

nectar, newt,

magpie, minnow,

otter, ox, oyster, 

panther

willow 



Reasons to remove words:

Lots of children don’t have access to the countryside.

The new words ‘have more currency for today’s young people.’

Blog, chatroom, attachment…



“If environmental education worked, we wouldn’t be 
having the problems we’re having”
Ray de Young



UN Sustainable Development Goals

► No Poverty - Nature

► Zero Hunger - Nature

► Good Health and Well-Being - Nature

► Quality Education - Nature

► Gender Equality – Nature – open access to all

► Clean Water and Sanitation - Nature

► Affordable and Clean Energy - Nature



► Decent Wok and Economic Growth - Nature

► Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure - Nature

► Reduced Inequalities - Nature

► Sustainable Cities and Communities - Nature

► Responsible Consumption and Production -Nature



► Climate Action - Nature

► Life Below Water - Nature

► Life on Land - Nature

► Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions – Nature (resources)

► Partnerships for the Goals – Working together for a healthy world



“The future will belong to the 
nature-smart—those 
individuals, families, 
businesses, and political 
leaders who develop a deeper 
understanding of the 
transformative power of the 
natural world and who balance 
the virtual with the real. The 
more high-tech we become, 
the more nature we need.”

Richard Louv – Last Child in the Woods
2005





Keep up to date and stay in contact!

Website: iucn-nc.uk

Twitter: @iucnncuk
Instagram: IUCN NCUK

LinkedIn: IUCN National Committee UK

Facebook: IUCN National Committee UK 
YouTube Channel: IUCN NCUK

Email: Chris.Mahon@iucn.org.uk


