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Conclusions
Evidence:
• Firm endorsement of blue carbon benefit from marsh restoration with substantial
net uptake of GHGs.
• However, we need more data – especially of GHGs, and restored sites over longer
time periods – and consistent methodological approaches.

Finance:
• Private finance could play an important role in scaling up saltmarsh restoration. Key
commercial considerations are:
• Accelerate data collection to allow creation of proxies to estimate C gain
• Make sure code is user friendly, affordable, efficient – have end users in mind
• Pursue simplicity over complexity whilst maintaining market integrity, taking
into consideration quality of projects and carbon buyers
• Ensure public funding streams can blend efficiently with private markets

We recommend development of a UK domestic Saltmarsh Code
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Recommendations: Focus on data
1. Put simply, we need more of it.
2. Work with
a) the UKBCEP to feed in to data needs
b) The UK research community to standardise methods

3. Develop proxy measures, models, and Emission Factors (EFs).
• EFs inline with the needs of the greenhouse gas inventory, to ensure
consistency of approach if coastal habitat is adopted in UK reporting.
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Recommendations: Focus on data
Emission factor x Activity = Emission or Removal
In the case of saltmarsh restoration, we need to know:
1. Sediment and vegetation carbon stock changes
2. Emissions or removals of GHGs, and changes to sequestration rates
3. Losses and/or gains of carbon through connectivity to other habitats
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Recommendations: Focus on MRV
Monitoring, reporting, and verification (MRV)
Multi-step process to:

Measure C reduction by a specific mitigation activity,
Report these findings to an accredited third party (verification body), then they
Verify the report and carbon credits can be issued.
Seek data in this order:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Local published values
Proxies
Models
Default emission factors
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Recommendations: Focus on MRV
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Next steps: Phase 2 – A UK Saltmarsh Code
Code Design

The Science

• Drafting of code, and key
criteria, e.g. eligibility
• Code tools, e.g.
calculators
• Accreditation

• Explore proxy measures
• Design MRV
• Define research priorities
to fill key knowledge gaps

Ownership and
Management
• Explore and recommend
ownership
• Confirm verifiers and
process
• Determine process to
ensure permanence of
carbon gains

UK
Saltmarsh
Code
Finance/Business Plan
• Financial projections
• Options for marketing
platform
• Develop full business plan
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Next steps: Phase 2 – A UK Saltmarsh Code
Stakeholder engagement
• Project steering group
• Interviews and Focus Groups with end
users - including landowners and
investors

Balance rigour with the need for simplicity
whilst ensuring our…
Evidence-based approach. Providing assurances that climate
benefits are real, quantifiable, additional, and permanent
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The UK Saltmarsh Code is on it’s way – watch this space.
Thank you for listening.
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