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World Parks Congress
and the Promise of Sydney
‘Over 6000 participants from over 170 countries met at the IUCN World Parks Congress 2014 in Sydney,
Australia. Acknowledging the traditional owners of the land where we met, we celebrated an enormous
variety of inspiring ways of addressing the challenges facing the planet, through protected area
approaches that respect and conserve nature while benefitting human health and prosperity. We
recognized that rebalancing the relationship between human society and nature is essential, and that
ecosystems and their variety of life fully support our existence, cultural and spiritual identity, economies
and well-being.’
So begins ‘the Promise of Sydney’, a set of commitments and actions to take forward progress in all
aspects of protected areas. You can read more about the Promise of Sydney at
http://worldparkscongress.org/about/promise_of_sydney.html where you will find the Vision, innovative
approaches to transformative change, inspiring solutions and an impressive list of the promises some
countries and organisations have already made.
The WPC was a rallying call for all who care about protected areas and the important part they play in
supporting the continued existence of the human species. Do add a pledge online and implement it to
increase the much-needed momentum.

International launch of UK research report
The WPC provided the perfect platform for the international launch
of the research findings of NCUK’s Putting Nature on the Map project.
At a WPC seminar on 14th November WWF’s Executive Director of
Global Programmes, Glyn Davies, formally presented the report to
Nik Lopoukhine, former Chair of the World Commission on Protected
Areas, who originally challenged the UK for this work to be done.
The picture on the right shows WWF’s Executive Director of Global
Programmes, Glyn Davies, formally presenting the report to Nik
Lopoukhine. WWF-UK were a significant funder of the project along
with Scottish Natural Heritage, the Sibthorp Trust, Natural England and
the John Muir Trust.

WPC Categories seminar
Delegates attending this seminar were treated not just to the
presentation of the UK report but also heard of progress in
implementing the IUCN Management Categories from speakers from
Japan, France, Finland and The Bahamas
These are some of the few leading countries actively using this IUCN
knowledge product and this shared experience should enable others to
follow. The session was led by UK participants; co-coordinated by Sue
Stolton and Chris Mahon and chaired by Roger Crofts.
The picture on the right shows Chris Mahon, Chief Executive, IUCN
National Committee UK, delivering an update on the

project.

Putting Nature on the Map research report
Over four years work to determine which of the UK’s designated sites
for nature conservation meet the IUCN definition of a protected area
have culminated in the publication of a report by the NCUK’s Putting
Nature on the Map project.
After much consultation with statutory agencies and NGOs, a much
clearer picture of the UK’s protected areas has emerged. The research
found that some designated areas failed to meet the definition but
others, which had not previously been recognised, did. This has
implications for the accuracy of UK reporting at national and
international levels but should not adversely affect the UK’s ability to
meet the Convention on Biological Diversity’s Aichi target 11.
The important role played by the UK’s NGOs is also recognised. This work provides a useful assessment process
for designated sites to achieve the IUCN definition in future and provides ten recommendations for a further
phase of activity. Both the summary and the full report are now available on the IUCN NCUK website at
www.iucn-uk.org.

Experts gather to consider river restoration and biodiversity

Delegates discussing the IUCN NCUK's River Restoration and Biodiversity project.

Over 40 experts in river restoration from all over the UK and Ireland gathered in November at the University of
Liverpool's Foresight Centre for a two-day workshop to consider the current situation with this important field of
work. This event marked the end of the first phase of the IUCN NCUK's River Restoration and Biodiversity project
which has also involved consultants drawing together information from thousands of projects carried out over
recent decades. A report will be produced as part of phase 2.
The Liverpool workshop, led by Prof. Phil Boon from Scottish Natural Heritage, was a great success, not just for
the valuable networking and knowledge exchange but also for making some advances in consolidating
information for wider dissemination and establishing position statements on the next steps required to influence
policy, communicate messages and achieve best practice river restoration techniques on the ground.

Launch of the European National Committee Toolkit
NCUK Chair Stuart Brooks and CEO Chris Mahon met with IUCN Director
General Julia Marton LeFevre and European National Committee
colleagues at the Natural History Museum in Stockholm, Sweden, for
the launch of the European National Committee toolkit, in September
2014.
This meeting also discussed changes to the IUCN motions process, the
Framework of Action to Strengthen the Union, the European
Implementation Plan and the work of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the
Development of National Committees in the European Region.
The toolkit is being hailed as an exemplar in IUCN circles and looks set
to be adopted as a model for use in other IUCN regions. It was
presented to IUCN Council in November as a good example of the One
Programme approach - Members, Commissions and Secretariat all
working together.
Emerging National Committees, particularly in Eastern Europe, should benefit from this guidance and the support
offered by existing NCs through the 'buddy system' that the toolkit promotes.

Dates for the diary...
● Watch out for ‘Little Sydney’!
Plans are developing for a speedy European interpretation of the outcomes of the World Parks Congress a bit
closer to home. Tentatively the 28th to 31st May, the 2015 Protected Europe Conference ‘Little Sydney’ will take
place in the Donau-Auen National Park near Vienna in Austria. Aimed at a wider range of stakeholder’s interests as
well as protected area practitioners, it will seek to discuss original approaches to address gaps in the conservation
and development agendas, to couple solutions with commitments and present a new Social Compact.
● IUCN European Region Members Conservation Forum
Location and date to be announced shortly
● IUCN World Conservation Congress 2016
IUCN Council has selected Hawaii, United States of America, as the host of the 2016 IUCN World Conservation
Congress – the world’s largest conservation event. Held every four years, the Congress brings together leaders
from government, the public sector, non-governmental organizations, business, UN agencies and indigenous and
grass-roots organizations to discuss and decide on solutions to the world’s most pressing environment and
development challenges. The IUCN WCC will be held from 1 to 10 September 2016 at the Hawaii Convention
Centre, Honolulu.

● Pre-election manifesto debate
IUCN Members the Sibthorp Trust, British Ecological Society and the Chartered Institute of Ecology and
Environmental Management will be a holding a Political Manifesto Debate and "Any Questions" hosted by Jonathan
Dimbleby. It will take place at The Light, Euston Road, London (opposite Euston Station) on the evening of
Monday 9th March 2015. Tickets available soon! Your chance to hear from senior representatives of all the main
political parties on the environmental content of their manifestos and for them to hear from you! Details to follow,
including speakers, supporting partners, ticket prices and timetable. Keep an eye on www.sibthorp.org.uk for the
latest updates.

IUCN NCUK are actively looking to establish new projects. If you have an idea that fits our
unique niche and adds value please do get in touch.
IUCN UK National Committee Secretariat,
mahon276@btinternet.com
www.iucn-uk.org

