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Come to the "Nature-based solutions to
flood management problems" event
'Nature-based solutions to flood management problems' is
the theme of the 2014 Conference and AGM which will be
held at the WWF UK Living Planet Centre in Woking, Surrey
on the 30th May. Speakers include Liverpool University’s
Prof. Ed Maltby, Kathy Hughes and Dave Tickner from WWFUK’s Freshwater Team, RSPB Water Policy Officer Jack
Rhodes and Dr Phil Boon (see below). To reserve your place,
email Chris at mahon276@btinternet.com

IUCN President’s visit

President Zhang Xinsheng and members of the IUCN UK National Committee

At a lunch reception hosted by IUCN NCUK Members BIAZA and ZSL at London Zoo on 14th February,
the IUCN President's delegation was warmly welcomed by the NCUK Chair Stuart Brooks and guests.
After an interesting introductory speech President Zhang Xinsheng spent time with each of the thirty
guests individually, clearly interested in their views and issues.
The IUCN President and Vice-President John Robinson were in the UK for the London Conference on
Illegal Wildlife Trade at which significant undertakings were made by countries, particularly in
relation to the trade in elephant ivory.

Japan National Committee
Links with the National Committee of Japan were
strengthened at a meeting with Teppei Dhoke at the British
Library in London.
The NC for Japan is forging ahead with promotion of the CBD
Aichi targets as a priority and it was agreed that some
UK/Japan NC collaboration will take place at the World Parks
Congress in relation to Aichi target 17 on protected areas.
Teppei Dohke (right), Secretary General of IUCN
Japan National Committee, on his UK visit

European National Committees

The Adhoc Working Group for the Development of All National Committees in the European Region

‘AWGDANCER’ is the new acronym for the 2nd incarnation of the work being done to improve and
increase the capacity of NCs in this IUCN Region.
The Adhoc Working Group for the Development of All National Committees in the European Region
meets by teleconference every month and is currently creating a toolkit of advice and experience to
share with existing and emerging NCs. An Agreement to work together collaboratively, known as The
Rome Charter, was signed by NC Chairs last year at the most recent European NC meeting held in
Italy.

20/20 Challenge funding call
Funding is sought to promote the implementation of the Aichi targets (and EU 2020 Biodiversity
Strategy) through active fundraising and activities through the IUCN network. The 20/20 Challenge
project is structured around a web platform aimed at providing two main services:
1. a fundraising mechanism for European projects contributing to supporting the achievement of the
Aichi targets
2. a “project incubator” or knowledge platform for capacity exchange that will facilitate action to
support implementation, monitoring and reporting on the Aichi targets.
Any ideas for funding sources please to Sebastia.Semeneguitart@iucn.org

New River Restoration project
Adding to its portfolio of projects, IUCN NCUK is pleased to
announce its latest venture.
Dr Phil Boon of Scottish Natural Heritage will be leading a UK
and Ireland initiative to bring together all the historic and
current work being done on River Restoration.
Working closely with the River Restoration Centre,
consultants and experts in the field, a report will be produced
for an expert consultation workshop in November 2014.

PNOTM progress
The IUCN NCUK 'Putting Nature on the Map' project continues
to make strides towards its goal of achieving an accurate and
representative record of UK sites on the World Database on
Protected Areas.
Participation by NGOs in providing data has been good and it
is now known that this sector owns or manages over
400,000ha of land for nature conservation in the UK.
Statutory sites are being reviewed by the UK Protected Area
Assessment Panel and Statements of Compliance have been
approved for a variety of sites.
A report of the work of the project is being written and will be launched at the World Parks Congress
in Australia in November 2014.

2014 World Parks Congress Delegation

Are you going to the World Parks Congress in Sydney Australia in November 2014? It would be useful
to know who is attending from the UK in order to create a database of contacts to share with you,
which can be used to exchange information with other delegates. To add your details, just contact
Chris at mahon276@btinternet.com

The John Muir Conference 2014
National Parks and Protected Areas for the 21st Century
12 & 13 May, Perth Concert Hall
2014 marks the centenary of Muir’s death and the year of Homecoming in
Scotland.In honour of this truly influential Scots born figure and as part of the
Homecoming celebrations, Scotland’s National Parks and conservation bodies
have come together to create a one-off conference that will explore our
approaches to managing protected areas and national parks in the UK and
around the world, asking the question “Are they delivering for our 21st
century society?” Inspirational speakers include writer and activist George
Monbiot. Registration details at www.johmuir100.com

Guadeloupe conference
For those with interests in the UK Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies, be aware of the
International Conference on Biodiversity and Climate Change to be held on the Caribbean island of
Guadeloupe from 22-25 October 2014. If you would like to participate as a speaker, workshop
organiser or register an interest as a delegate, contact carole.martinez@iucn.org

Belfast conference
Plans are under way for a UK and Ireland conference on Environment and Development to be held in
Belfast in June 2015. IUCN NCUK is working with Belfast City Council, Business in the Community and
Visit Belfast to deliver this event at The Waterfront, one of the top five conference venues in the
world. A proposal has been made to IUCN to also host the next European Members Forum at this
event in preparation for the 2016 World Conservation Congress.

IUCN Member's Feature
The Sibthorp Trust - www.sibthorp.org.uk
A new Member of IUCN, the Sibthorp Trust, has appointed a new Chair Edward Maltby.
The Sibthorp Trust was set up as a consequence of a generous bequest in
the will of Miss Mary Sibthorp in 1991. Mary Sibthorp was a remarkable
woman who was Director of the David Davies Memorial Institute of
International Studies and greatly concerned with the wise use of natural
resources and their international dimensions. A specific aim of the trust is
to promote the study and discussion of key environmental issues through
the commissioning of workshops, seminars or study groups and to publish
the results of such activities as the ‘Sibthorp Papers’.
The Trust has organised and part-funded four Sibthorp Seminars to date (1996, 2000, 2007 and 2011)and these
have been successful in meeting the original objectives for establishment of the Trust, under the terms of the
will of Mary Sibthorp. In particular the output of the First Sibthorp Seminar has played a key role in advancing
the thinking on biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. Specifically the seminar and
subsequent publication “Ecosystem Management: Questions for Science and Society” has been a major
contribution to the elaboration of the ecosystem approach as the framework for implementation of the
objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity.
The subsequent work of the Trust has continued to build on this and related themes and is managed by a
Board of Trustees. Replacing Roger Crofts after his 10 years in the position, the new Chair, Edward Maltby,
who joined the founding trustees in 1995, became the Trust’s first secretary and organised the first Sibthorp
Seminar. He is Emeritus Professor of Wetland Science, Water and Ecosystem Management, University of
Liverpool where he was formally Director of the Institute for Sustainable Water, Integrated Management and
Ecosystem Research.

IUCN NCUK are actively looking to establish new projects. If you have an idea that fits our
unique niche and adds value please do get in touch.
IUCN UK National Committee Secretariat,
mahon276@btinternet.com
www.iucn-uk.org

