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IUCN UK Peatland Project
The IUCN UK Peatland Programme was established this year to promote peatland
restoration in the UK. With the backing of the Peter De Haan Charitable Trust, a
three-year programme of work has been developed to provide a ‘conservation
quartet’ consisting of partnerships, strong science, sound policy and effective
practice. The overarching theme for
this work is the promotion of the
multiple benefits of peatlands to
society.
This programme will:
t Provide a focus for the wide
range of expertise and work
in peatland research and
management to provide
credible, relevant and
consistent messages for
decision makers
t Facilitate consensus building
and knowledge exchange in
the UK, with links to
international work.
t Highlight the benefits and
values
of
peatland
ecosystem services to help
encourage sound policy and
funding for peatlands.
t Demonstrate and promote best practice in peatland management
For more information and updates in future:
www.iucn-uk.org/Projects/PeatlandProgramme

Chagos Islands Campaign
The Chagos Islands of the Indian Ocean lie in some of the most pristine seas in
the world and comprise the world’s largest coral atoll.
As one of the UK’s Overseas Territories, this
area’s high ecological value represents
perhaps the most significant marine ecosystem
under British responsibility. It is considered
that that there is now sufficient scientific
information to make a case for designating the
Chagos Islands as a Marine Protected Area by
2012.
Further consultation through the UK
Government’s Foreign and Commonwealth
Office will take place in the near future and
IUCN UK Committee members are encouraged to take part in this process. For
more information, see: www.globaloceanlegacy.org/chagos/
Middle Brother Island on the Great Chagos Bank
Chris Davies
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IUCN UK
Conference alert

Plans are forming for the
first of a series of IUCN UK
conferences, beginning in
2010, as a means of
assisting members in the
implementation of the IUCN
2009 –2012 Global
Programme “Shaping a
Sustainable Future”.
The first conference takes
the theme of “Managing
Ecosystems for Human
Wellbeing” and will take
place in Edinburgh on
18th - 20th April 2010.
A London venue is proposed
for the second conference
in November 2010 which
intends to follow up on the
“Greening the World
Economy” theme,
particularly relevant after
the launch of “The
Economics of Ecosystems
and Biodiversity” (TEEB) at
the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) COP10 in
Nagoya, Japan in October.
For more information and
updates in future, see:
www.iucn-uk.org

‘Darwin’s Landscape Laboratory’ - World Heritage Site Bid
Down House was the home
of Charles Darwin for 40
years but this application for
World Heritage Site Status is
not about him as a person.
As we all know, Darwin’s
time on the Beagle was
formative for him as a young
man and, certainly, the
germ of many of his later
ideas was planted during this
voyage. However, it was in
the surroundings to Down
House that these ideas
The west front of Down House
became realities, and were
only able to become so from many years of rigorous and highly detailed
observations and experiments that he carried out here.
It is still possible to see these very same sites as
Darwin and his family would have seen them and to
understand that, whilst the Galapagos were
important, it was the landscape around Down House
that furnished Darwin with both the inspiration and
the evidence to develop the theory of evolution and
to write ‘On the Origin of Species’.

Statue of Charles Darwin in the
Natural History Museum, London

The IUCN UK Committee wrote a letter in support
of the "Darwin's Landscape Laboratory" World
Heritage Site bid after consultation with members.
Contact Alister.Hayes@bromley.gov.uk for more
information.

Belgrade meeting of IUCN Pan-Europe Regional Councillors and
National Committee Chairs
Three Regional Councillors and six National Committee Chairs/Directors met IUCN
Director General Julia Marton Lefevre and Acting Regional Director for Pan Europe,
Hans Friedrich, at the offices of the Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia
in Belgrade, in September 2009.

Launch of Wildland
Research Institute (Wri)

The WRi at the University of Leeds
was officially launched at a
workshop held there on 21st
October 2009. The WRi also
launched its first edition of Wilder
Horizons, a downloadable quarterly
journal dedicated to academic
writing on all issues relating to
wilderness and wildland across
Britain and Europe.
For further information, email
wildlandresearch@leeds.ac.uk
or visit www.wildlandresearch.org

Protected Areas debate
The ExCo60 meeting in September
agreed to support a small
Protected Areas Working Group to
explore the implications of changes
to the IUCN Protected Area
categories agreed at the World
Conservation Congress in
Barcelona. This group will in
particular examine the new
category V criteria and the current
status of UK information on the
World Database of Protected Areas
(WDPA).
The result of this meeting will be
posted on the IUCN web site.

Launch of Global
Health Academy
The University of Edinburgh officially opened its new Global Health
Academy on 5th November 2009.

Established for working to support
the creation, dissemination and
the translation of health knowledge across a global community of
health practitioners, trainers, researchers and policy makers, it is
nothing if not interdisciplinary. The
Academy intends to run a course
on Ecosystem Health and Human
Wellbeing
www.globalhealthacademy.ed.ac.uk

A frank but convivial discussion was had on significant issues such as the
re-organisation of the Pan Europe Regional Office in Brussels and the delivery of
the Global Programme 2009-12. In the evening, the group was joined by Prof Ivica
Radovic, Minister of Environment and Spatial Planning for the Republic of Serbia.

International Year of Biodiversity (IYB)
The IUCN UK National Committee has signed up as
a partner to the IYB UK initiative, led by the
Natural History Museum in London. The United
Nations declared the IYB global initiative with the following aims:
t To increase awareness of the importance of biodiversity for our
well being
t To halt the loss of biodiversity, which is currently up to 100 times
greater than the natural rate of extinction
t To celebrate success stories
IYB is an informal network of organisations that plan to promote understanding
of biodiversity during the International Year of Biodiversity. The network is
supported by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and the
Department for Culture, Media and Sport.
For more information on partners, events and how to sign up to IYB, visit:
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/biodiversity/international-year-biodiversity/index.html

Plantlife Launch of Ghost Orchid Declaration
More than 100 MPs,
Members of the House
of Lords and other
guests gathered at the
House of Commons on
14th October for a
reception hosted by
Plantlife Trustee Peter
Ainsworth MP. to
launch The Ghost
Orchid Declaration, a
new manifesto for
plant conservation in
the UK.
In the Declaration,
Plantlife sets out a
challenge - to allow no
more wild plants to be

Victoria Chester(CEO Plantlife), Nick Herbert, the Shadow Secretary of State for
the Environment and Professor Roger Crofts (Chairman Plantlife)

lost in the 21st century. Three key issues are
identified - wild plants are the poor relations of the
wildlife world; the UK's protected site network is
failing wild plants and that our farmland and
woodland landscapes are often hostile to wild
plants.
In his foreword to the Declaration, Plantlife's
patron, HRH The Prince of Wales, writes 'there is a
direct relationship between the health of humans
and the levels of biodiversity in the world... We
must rediscover an understanding of the essential
role of wild plants in sustaining the wellbeing of
life on this planet ... That is why I particularly
welcome the practical approach taken by Plantlife
in this publication; seeking to engage all of us,
collectively and as individuals, in the battle to
protect and conserve our wild flowers and plants.'
See more at www.plantlife.org.uk
A call to protect our wild plants like this
Ghost Orchid.

IUCN UK ExCo meets in Wales

The meeting of the IUCN UK Executive Committee (ExCo) held its 60th meeting at
Machynlleth in Wales on 30th September 2009. In addition to the full agenda,
members met with a Welsh Assembly representative and visited the Dyfi Biosphere
Reserve, the largest lowland peatland in the UK.
This meeting marked the retirement of long standing ExCo member Joanna
Robertson who has represented the country agencies via her work for the
Countryside Council for Wales. It is hoped that Joanna will find capacity to
continue contributing to the work of IUCN UK, with a particular interest in
organising the archives.
For the minutes of this meeting, see: www.iucn-uk.org

Raising the profile of biodiversity at the UK Parliament
The British Ecological Society (BES) and Institute of Ecology and Environmental
Management (IEEM) held an evening reception in Westminster, London, on 27
October, to highlight biodiversity
loss to Members of the UK
Parliament, Peers and policymakers.
An audience of over 120 joined the
BES and IEEM at the event, which
saw the launch of a position
statement
by
these
two
organisations, setting out the role
of science and professionalism in
‘Conserving
and
Managing
Biodiversity Beyond 2010’.
The evening was chaired by Lord
Selborne FRS, with speeches from:
Pavan Sukdhev who is leading The Economics of Ecosystems and
Sarah Robinson, IUCN-UK National
Biodiversity (TEEB) report
Committee, speaking on behalf of
Sebastian Winkler, Head of Countdown 2010; Pavan Sukdhev, leader of the
‘TEEB’ study (The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity), and Professor
Robert Watson, Chief Scientific Advisor to the UK Government Department of
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.
The reception marked a key step in highlighting the importance of ecological
science and practice to policy-makers, and in raising the profile of the 2010
International Year of Biodiversity in the UK Parliament.
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