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ENCA RCF in Helsinki

The Regional Conservation Forum for Europe, North and
Central Asia was successfully held in December in Helsinki.
As well as high level speakers telling of continued decline
in biodiversity in these IUCN regions, work was done on
developing regional implementation plans for improving
the worsening situation.
One of the outputs from the meeting, the ' Message from
Helsinki ' can be found here:
www.iucn.org

DG letter to UK PM
Following the recent UK
Government vote on fracking under
protected areas, the IUCN Director
General, Inger Andersen, has taken
the unusual step of expressing
IUCN's concern in a letter to PM
David Cameron. The letter was cosigned by Kathy Mackinnon, Chair
of the IUCN World Commission on
Protected Areas.

IUCN NCUK are actively looking to establish new projects. If you have an idea that fits our
unique niche and adds value please do get in touch.
IUCN UK National Committee Secretariat,
chris.mahon@iucn.org.uk
www.iucn-uk.org

IUCN National Committees in Europe
The Working Group for National Committee Development in Europe, North and Central Asia
continues to meet online on a monthly basis. Its outputs include the Toolkit for National
Committees and the results of 'Project Postcards', both of which can now be downloaded
from the IUCN portal.
A second round of 'Project Postcards' will be undertaken in the next six months, for launch
at the first ever global meeting of national and regional committees, on the opening day of
the World Conservation Congress in Hawaii in September. See ' Earthwatch projected
selected ' article below.

Project updates
Putting Nature on the Map - A new (4th) phase of the IUCN NCUK Putting Nature on the
Map project is to receive funding from WWF UK. Concerned with the application of the
IUCN definition of protected areas, their management categories and governance types,
this phase will complete UK data upload to the World Database on Protected Areas and
carry out new work on marine protected areas and the ecological connectivity agenda.
IUCN UK Peatland Programme - The IUCN UK Peatland Programme http://www.iucn-ukpeatlandprogramme.org/ continues to make great advances for peatland conservation. The
Peatland Code (a mechanism by which businesses can invest in peatland restoration) was
launched in November 2015 and is now seeking private sector engagement. The Peatland
Programme has also successfully applied for a knowledge cafe event at the World
Conservation Congress in September.
IUCN NCUK River Restoration and Biodiversity - The IUCN NCUK River Restoration and
Biodiversity project is nearing completion of its 2nd phase and its research report will be
launched in London in June.

New marine reserve
The UK Government is to create a
marine protected area almost as big as
the British Isles in the Atlantic waters
of Ascension Island. It is the latest
marine reserve to be declared around
remote islands, which will increase
marine conservation zones to about 2%
of the ocean.
The latest reserve at Ascension Island
has large marlin, one of the largest
populations of green turtles, colonies
of tropical seabirds and the island's
own unique frigate bird. Fishing will
be restricted and policed where permitted. Great news for Ascension Island's wildlife. - Saving
special places - Get involved - The RSPB Community

Regional Councillor
The UK's Jonathan Hughes, pictured right, (from IUCN Member The
Wildlife Trusts) will be standing for election for a second term on IUCN
Council as Regional Councillor (West Europe) at the World Conservation
Congress in September 2016.
Jonny was elected in 2012 and has made a significant contribution in his
first term of office, including chairing the European Policy Advisory
Group, and looks forward to a further four years with Member support.

Earthwatch project selected

Project Postcards was created to help understand what IUCN Members, National
Committees and Commissions were doing to help implement the IUCN programme. Last
October, IUCN Members were asked to submit a short project description of their work and
some of these were recently published in a leaflet distributed at the RCF in Helsinki.
UK Member Earthwatch was one of the successful ones with its citizen science project
'FreshWater Watch'. You can download the leaflet and much more from the WGNCDENCA
page on the IUCN Portal. There is an intention to produce a new round of results in time for
the September World Conservation Congress, so we will be contacting you for your favourite
projects.

Dates for the diary...
● Members Meeting and AGM - The next Members Meeting and AGM will take place at the
offices of the Edinburgh Science Festival on the afternoon of the 21st April 2016.
● 'Planet at the Crossroads' - IUCN World Conservation Congress, 1-10 September 2016,
Honolulu, Hawaii, USA http://iucnworldconservationcongress.org/ Registration is now open. If
you are intending to participate, do inform the NCUK Secretariat in order for them to assist
you as part of the UK Member delegation.
● Motions to the WCC - Members wishing to submit motions to the WCC are reminded that the
closing date is 12th February 2016.

